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THE 


HEALTH  OF  THE  BARNSTAPLE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT. 


GENERAL  SUMMARY. 


Population  of  the  district  in  1891  19,037 

Population  of  the  district  in  1901  17,692 

Area  in  statute  acres  132,059 

TotnJ  births  registered  in  1901  389 

Total  deaths  registered  in  1901  220 


Bear  Street,  Barnstaple, 

February  5th,  1902. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District 
Council,  Barnstaple  Unien. 

Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  forward  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1901 ; — 


Natural  increase  

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population  

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  population  

Or  adding  differences  occurring  in  deaths 
outside  the  district  among  persons  belong- 
ing thereto,  and  deaths  occurring  within 
the  district  among  persons  not  belonging 
thereto,  viz.,  12;  making  a death-rate  per 

1,000  of  population 

Total  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  

Rate  per  1,000  of  population  

Birth-rate  of  England  and  Wales  per  1,000 

■of  population  

Birth-rate  of  rural  England  and  Wales  per 

1,000  of  population  

Death-rate  of  England  and  Wales  per  1,000 

of  population  

Death-rate  of  rural  England  and  Wales  per 

1,000  of  population  

Death-rate  of  principal  zymotic  diseases 
for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of  popu- 
lation   

And  of  rural  England  and  Wales  

Infantile  mortality,  under  one  year,  per 

1,000  births,  England  and  Wales  

And  of  rural  England  and  Wales  per  1,000 
births  


169 

22.08 

12.43 


13.11 

21 

1.18 

28.5 
27.2 

16 

15.7 

2.05 
1.55 

151 

138 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL 
CHARACTER  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  county  is  uneven  and  hilly,  and  a large  part 
of  the  district  on  the  south  side  of  the  Taw  is 
occupied  by  carboniferous  rocks  (Culm  foundation), 
imderlying  which  are  the  Devonian  rocks,  which 
consist  of  clay  slate,  grey  limestene,  brown  sand- 
stone, and  flags.  All  the  limestone  beds  have  a 
general  agreement  in  their  dark  colour.  The  north 
side  of  the  Taw  being  Devon  formation  from  south 
to  north,  including  upper  and  middle  Devonian. 
The  soil  is  chiefly  a light  loam,  with  clay  in  the 
valleys  and  peaty  moss  in  the  higher  hills.  The 
soils  on  the  south  of  the  Devon  and  Somerset  Rail- 
way are  heavy  and  clay. 

There  are  ne  industries  of  any  kind  carried  on  in 
the  rural  districts. 

POPULATION  AND  ACREAGE. 

The  most  important  point  this  year  is  the  Census, 
as  towards  the  end  of  the  decade  inaccuracies  are 
apt  to  occur. 

PoptTLATiON.  — The  population  according  to  the 
Census  of  1901  shows  a decrease  to  that  of  1891 ; 
the  population  of  1891  being  19,037,  and  that  of 
1901  17,692 ; a decrease  of  1,345. 

The  exodus  of  the  rural  population  to  the  towns 
and  suburbs  continues.  It  will  be  seen  that  there 
is  a decrease  in  most  of  the  parishes  in  the  district, 
and  in  the  No.  1 there  is  a decrease  in  every  parish. 
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Acreage. — Tlie  whole  district  contains  132,059 
acres,  and  is  divided  into  throe  districts,  suporin- 
rended  by  your  three  sanitary  inspectors,  viz.  : — 


Acres. 

Pop. 

Barnstaple,  No.  1 

district,  Mr.  Edger 

36,142 

6,198 

Ilfracombe,  No.  2 

,,  Mr.  Vickery 

39,824 

6,142 

Combemartin,  No. 

3 ,,  Mr.  Robins 

56,093 

5,352 

Total  . . . 

132,059  17,692 

THE  1 

CENSUS  RETURNS. 

No.  1 District. 

Census  in  1891. 

1901. 

Dec. 

Atherington 

475 

453 

22 

Bishopstawton 

781 

780 

1 

Fremington  

1,188 

1,182 

6 

Horwood  

i08 

102 

6 

Instow  

650 

634 

16 

Landkey  

647 

621 

26 

Newton  Tracey 

140 

127 

13 

Swimbridge  

1,171 

1,106 

65 

Tawstock  

1,206 

792 

414 

Westleigh  

483 

401 

82 

Totals  6,849 

6,198 

651 

The  great  difference  in  the  parish  of  Tawstock  is 
owing  to  the  absorption  of  a portion  by  the  Borough 
of  Barnstaple,  viz.,  44-9  persons,  which,  if  added  to 
792,  would  have  made  the  population  1,241,  as 
against  1,206,  an  increase  of  35.  This  increase  of 
35  would  probably  be  in  the  portion  absorbed  by 
the  Borough  of  Barnstaple. 


In  the  No.  3 District  there  is  an  increase  in  five 
parishes,  viz.,  Bratton  Fleming,  Combe  Martin, 
Oountisbury,  Loxhore,  and  Martinhoe,  but  a de- 
crease in  the  other  parishes,  giving  a net  decrease 
of  81. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  vital  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  corres- 
ponding tables,  and  are  calculated  on  the  estimated 
population  of  the  middle  of  the  year  1901. 

Birth  Bate. — The  total  number  of  births  in  the 
year  1901  was  389,  as  against  441  in  1900,  481  in 
1899,  488  in  1898,  and  461  in  1897,  vide  table  I.  Of 
these  192  were  males,  and  197  females,  finally  giving 
a birth-rate  of  22.04  per  1,000  of  population,  as 
against  23.65  for  1900,  and  against  27.5  per  1,000 
for  rural  England  and  Wales. 


Districts.  Males.  Females.  Total. 

No.  1 65  ...  74  ...  139 

No.  2 70  ...  69  ...  139 

No.  3 57  ...  54  ...  Ill 

Totals  ...  192  ...  197  ...  389 


Death  Rate. — The  total  number  of  deaths  regis- 
tered in  1901  was  220,  as  against  256  for  1900,  275 
for  1899,  247  for  1898,  and  272  in  1897.  Of  the 
deaths,  95  were  males  and  125  females,  being  an 
average  death-rate  of  12.43  per  1,000  of  population, 
as  against  13.7  for  1900,  14.66  for  1899,  13.2  for 
1898,  and  14.7  for  1897,  vide  table  I.  The  following 
table  will  show  the 

DEATHS  AND  AGES  IN  THE  DISTRICTS. 


No.  2 District. 

1891. 

1901. 

Inc 

.Dec. 

Ashford  

151 

148 

0 

3 

Bittadon  

46 

54 

8 

0 

Brasinton  

..  2,171 

2.133 

0 

38 

Georgeham  

...  747 

698 

0 

49 

Goodleigh  

...  239 

253 

14 

0 

Heanton  Punchardon  ... 

...  449 

404 

0 

45 

Marwood  

...  787 

681 

0 

106 

Morthoe  

678 

780  : 

102 

0 

Pilton  (Rural)  

...  555 

100 

0 

455 

Sherwill  

...  370 

338 

0 

32 

West  Dovra  

...  562 

553 

0 

9 

Totals  

...  6,755 

6,142 

124 

737 

Districts. 

No.  1.  No.  2.  No.  3.  Total. 

27  ...  33  ...  35  ...  95  65  years  and  upwards 

13  ...  18  ...  21  ...  52  25  years  and  under  65 

0 ...  1 ...  4 ...  5 15  „ „ 25 

5 ...  4 ...  6 ...  15  5 „ „ 15 

1 ...  9 ...  11  ...  21  1 „ „ 5 

6 ...  15  ...  10  ...  31  Under  one  year. 

0 ...  0 ...  0 ...  1 Age  of  one  unknown. 

52  ...  80  ...  87  ...  220 

Of  the  95,  65  years  and  above,  four  were  80  years ; 
four,  81 ; seven,  82 ; four,  83 ; eight,  84 ; three,  85 ; 
two,  86 ; one,  88 ; one,  89 ; two,  90 ; and  two  91. 


There  is  an  increase  in  three  parishes  in  the  No. 
2 District,  Bittadon,8 ; Goodleigh,  14 ; and  Morthoe, 
including  Woolacombe,  102. 

The  great  difference  in  Pilton  Rural  portion  is 
owing  to  the  inclusion  of  a large  part  of  Pilton  West 
in  the  Borough  of  Barnstaple,  viz.,  455  persons, 
giving  a net  decrease  of  613. 


0.  3 District. 

1891. 

1901. 

Inc. 

Dec. 

Arlington  

...  238 

217 

0 

21 

Berrynarbor  

652 

589 

0 

63 

Bratton  Fleming  

...  499 

511 

12 

0 

Brendon  

294 

262 

0 

32 

Challacombe  

...  226 

195 

0 

31 

Combe  Martin  

...  1,407 

1,521 

114 

0 

Couutisbury  

....  233 

268 

35 

0 

East  Down  

....  346 

326 

0 

20 

High  Bray  

....  226 

208 

0 

18 

Kentisbury  

....  344 

304 

0 

40 

Loxhore  

....  192 

220 

28 

0 

Martinhoe  

165 

174 

9 

0 

Parracombe  

....  316 

315 

0 

1 

Stoke  Rivers  

....  199 

174 

0 

25 

Trentishoe  

96 

68 

0 

28 

Totals 

...  5,433 

5,352 

198 

279 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  will 
be  seen  by  the  above  table  to  be  31,  giving  an  in- 
fantile mortality  of  79.5  per  1,000  of  registered 
births,  this  comparing  favourably  with  the  infantile 
mortality  of  rural  England  and  Wales,  138.  The 
causes  of  death  in  1901  will  be  seen  by  referring  to 
Table  IV.,  which  gives  full  particulars  as  to  the 
number  and  ages  of  the  different  diseases. 

THE  DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES 


are  21,  made  up  as  follows : — 

Districts. 


Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria  

Enteric  Fever  ... 

Measles  

Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea  


Total 


No.  1.  No.  2.  No.  3.  Total. 
..  1 ...  1 ...  1 ...  3 


0 

...  0 . 

. 0 

...  0 

0 

...  0 . 

. 1 

...  1 

0 

...  5 . 

. 4 

...  9 

3 

...  5 . 

. 0 

...  8 

0 

...  0 . 

. 0 

...  0 

4 

...  11  . 

. 6 

...  21 

Equal  to  a death-rate  of  1.18  j>er  1,000  of  popula- 
tion, as  against  0.64  for  1900.  The  great  increase 


3 


of  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  are  due  to  the 
deaths  from  measles  and  whooping  cough.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  there  are  no  deaths  from 
diphtheria,  which  I attribute  to  the  early  use  of 
antitoxin. 

Phthisis. — The  deaths  from  phthisis  are  14-,  the 
same  number  as  in  1900,  viz.: — Four  in  No.  1 Dis- 
trict; four  iu  No.  2 District;  and  six  in  No.  3 
District. 

Cancer. — The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  are 
12 — six  ill  the  No.  1 District;  two  in  the  No.  2 
District;  and  four  in  the  No.  3 District;  total,  12, 
as  against  21  for  the  year  1900,  and  consisted  of 
one  from  sarcoma  of  ilium ; one  from  carcimonia 
of  uteris ; one  from  cancer  of  colon ; two  from 
melanone  sarcoma;  three  from  cancer  of  breast; 
one  from  cancer  of  ovay ; one  from  cancer  of  blad- 
der ; and  two  from  cancer  of  oesophagus. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  DISEASES. 


During  the  year  the  following  cases  have  been 
notified  : — 

Districts. 


Diseases. 

No. 

1.  No.  2. 

No. 

3. Total. 

Diphtheria  

....  2 

...  4 . 

. 2 

...  8 

lirysipelas  

....  6 

...  0 .. 

. 2 

...  8 

!?-carlet  Fever  

....  16 

...  5 .. 

. 17 

...  38 

Enteric  Fever  

....  4 

...  0 . 

. 3 

...  7 

Puerperal  Fever  

....  1 

...  0 . 

. 0 

...  1 

Total  .. 

....  29 

...  9 . 

. 24 

...  62 

As  against  37  for  last  year,  the  great  increase  being 
in  scarlet  fever,  which  was  of  a mild  type  generally. 
On  referring  to  the  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases,  I 
would  call  attention  to  the  large  number  of  deaths 
from  measles.  No  information  is  given  as  to  the 
prevalence  of  this  disease  until  the  attendance  at 
the  schools  is  interfered  with,  or  the  return  of 
de.ith  comee  in.  I would  suggest  the  insertion  of 
measles  instead  of  erysipelas  m the  list  of  diseases 
for  notification. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

No.  1 District. — Two  cases  at  Higher  Town, 
Atherington,  were  reported  on  January  26th.  One 
was  5 and  the  other  7 years  of  age ; both  attended 
the  Atherington  school.  The  home  consists  of 
one  living  and  two  sleeping  rooms,  occupied  by  two 
adults  and  four  children.  Your  inspector,  Mr. 
Bdger,  reported  the  cottage  as  not  in  good  repair, 
the  approach  to  it  dirty  and  badly  drained,  and  the 
well  BO  situated  as  to  be  easily  contaminated  by 
cattle  standing  around  it.  The  owner  undertook  to 
pnt  it  in  proper  condition,  and  this  has  been  done. 

No.  2 District. — This  case  was  that  of  a baby  10 
months  old  in  a damp  house  near  the  mill  stream  in 
the  village  of  Braunton,  and  was  of  a mild  character, 
and  nothing  could  be  found  to  account  for  it  but 
the  condition  of  the  house,  which  was  low  and  damp. 

The  next  case  was  in  a boy  nine  years  of  age ; 
he  attended  the  school  at  West  Down  on  the  day  the 
school  was  lopened,  the  next  morning  he  was  found 
to  have  diphtheria.  The  third  case  was  at  George- 
ham,  in  a boy  of  15,  a very  severe  case.  The  fourth 
case  was  also  at  Georgeham,  a brother  of  the  above, 
a young  man  of  19  years  of  age;  nothing  could  be 
found  to  account  for  these  cases. 

No.  3 District. — The  first  case  was  at  Sprecott, 
Bratton  Fleming,  in  a child  three  years  of  age,  and 
the  other  was  in  a girl  of  19,  in  a new  house  in  the 
village  of  Berrynarbor. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 

N«.  1 District. — The  first  case  was  at  East  Stow- 
ford,  Swymbridge,  .and  was  due  to  the  water  supply, 
the  sample  supplied  me  by  Mr.  Edger  from  the  well, 
which  was  situate  in  the  yard  and  below  the  out- 
buildings, was  unfit  for  use.  This  has  been  re- 
medied. The  next  cases,  two,  occurred  at  Lake, 
Tawstock,  in  two  brothers,  nothing  ion  the  premises 
to  account  for  them,  cither  in  the  water  supply  or 
the  surroundings.  The  fourth  case  was  at  Bishops- 
tawton  in  an  old  cottage.  The  water  was  obtained 
from  the  pump  in  the  centre  of  the  village ; the 
condition  of  the  premises  was  the  only  thing  to 
account  for  it. 

No.  3 District. — The  first  case  was  a girl  20  years 
of  age,  who  developed  the  disease  soon  after  her  re- 
turn from  Bath,  where  she  had  been  nursing  her 
sister.  The  second  case  was  in  a young  aian  of 
21  at  Eastdown,  who  was  taken  ill  after  clearing 
out  a cesspit.  The  third  case  was  imported  from 
Oftmbridge. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

After  considerable  discussion  and  careful  con- 
sideration, the  Braunton  water  supply  was 
arranged  for  in  February,  and  it  is  now 
in  a fair  way  towards  completion,  and  it  is  antici- 
pated that  in  a few  weeks  the  works  will  be  com- 
pleted and  the  supply  laid  on.  The  latest  report 
from  the  engineers  was  that  the  contractor  had 
made  good  progress.  The  inside  of  the  reservoir 
was  finished,  as  also  was  the  covering.  The  building 
of  the  inlet  and  outlet  chambers  had  been  completed, 
while  the  whole  of  the  mains  had  been  laid,  and  in 
Butteroombe-lane  about  1,420  yards  of  five-inch 
supply  mains  put  down. 

Instow  water  supply  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  Council  on  many  occasions  during  the  early 
part  of  last  year.  By  direction  of  the  Rural  Dis- 
trict Council,  on  February  14th  I took  four  samples 
of  water  and  sent  them  to  Dr.  Blyth  for  analysis, 
and  on  March  8th  I forwarded  the  Rural  District 
Council  his  report  and  analysis.  Nos.  1 and  2 were 
taken  from  Lane  End,  No.  3 from  the  Terrace,  and 
No.  4 from  Lyndale  Terrace,  and  after  giving  digests 
of  his  analysis  he  stated  that  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3 were 
all  characterised  by  a high  content  of  magnesium 
and  sodic  chlorides.  These  salts  did  not  appear  to 
be  derived  from  sewage  or  drainage,  but  probably 
from  filteration  of  the  sand  with  sea  water.  The 
three  waters  were  in  consequence  very  hard,  and 
this  was  to  a great  extent  permanent,  hence  they 
were  waters  not  desirable  as  a supply.  He,  how- 
ever, found  no  direct  evidence  of  sewage  contamina- 
tion, and,  therefore,  would  not  condemn  them  as 
unfit  for  use.  Such  waters  were  not  nice  for  drink- 
ing, neither  were  they  good  for  ordinary  domestic 
purposes,  such  as  washing  or  cooking,  or  making 
such  drinks  as  tea  or  coffee.  No.  4 was,  in  his 
opinion,  fit  for  domestic  use  generally.  At  a meet- 
ing of  the  ratepayers,  held  to  consider  the  water 
question,  they  unanimously  decided  that  a general 
water  supply  for  the  parish  was  entirely  umieces- 
sary,  and  thus  the  case  of  the  Instow  water  supply 
remains;  but  the  favourable  development  of  Instow 
as  a watering  place  must  be  materially  checked  by 
the  suspicion  attached  to  the  water  supply,  and  I 
cannot  alter  the  opinion  I have  expressed  for  several 
years  past  with  regard  to  this  question. 

WooLACOMBB  water  supply  is  being  much  im- 
proved. Mr.  Henshall  informs  mo  that  the  storage 
reservoir  now  in  progress  will  have  a capacity  of 
nearly  two  and  a half  million  gallons,  and  it  is  es- 
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timated  will  be  more  than  suflficient  to  supply  Woola^ 
combe  ten  years  hence  during  a drought  of  90  days. 
All  the  water  rupplied  for  the  new  reservoir  will 
be  passed  through  filter  beds.  The  new  reservoir 
will  bo  completed,  tested,  filled,  and  ready  for  use 
by  the  end  of  May  this  year.  I give  a copy  of  Mr. 
Stoddard’s  analysis  of  water  sent  to  him  on  the 
29th  July  last  by  Mr.  Henshall.  He  says  the 
sample  was  bright  and  of  excellent  appearance. 
It  yielded  minute  traces  only  of  saline  and  albu- 
moid  ammonia  and  nitrates,  nitrites  being  com- 
pletely absent;  it  was  also  quite  soft,  the  total 
solid  matter  in  solution  amounting  to  only  9.0  grains 
per  gallon.  There  was  no  trace  of  lead  or  other 
poisonous  metal.  This  is  an  admirable  drinking 
water. 

Loxhore  water.  The  cottages  belonging  to  Miss 
Chichester  at  Doxhore  have  been  supplied  with 
water  brought  from  a large  tank,  and  carried  in 
pipes  to  the  cottages. 

Paeracombe  water  supply  has  also  been  extended 
so  that  every  house  in  the  village  is  within  a few 
feet  of  the  water  unions. 

High  Bray,  Brat  Town,  and  Hole  Water.  The 
water  supply  of  the  above  has  been  attended  to 
during  the  year. 

Many  samples  of  water  have  been  analysed  by  me 
during  the  year,  and  some  of  them  condemned. 

SEWAGE,  ETC. 

WooLAcoMBE  refuse.  A site  for  this  has  been  ar- 
ranged for  on  Woolaoombe  Down. 

The  outfall  of  the  Morthoe  sewer  was  satisfac- 
torily arranged  with  Mrs.  Coad. 

Fremington.  The  outfall  of  the  sewer  at  Captain 
Tomlin’s  was  removed  to  a greater  distance  from  the 
house. 

West  Down.  The  sewage  of  this  village  has  been 
under  consideration. 

Braunton  sewer  has  been  extended  to  East  Hill 
and  Town  End. 

CouNTiSBURY.  The  question  of  the  drainage  of 
the  Torrs,  Countisbury,  has  been  also  under  con- 
sideration. 

OVERCROWDING. 

House  at  Knowle,  Braunton,  visited  and  con- 
demned as  unfit  for  habitation.  One  case  of  over- 
crowding in  the  village  of  Braunton  was  visited 
and  reported  on  by  me,  and  has  been  abated. 

SMALLPOX. 

In  view  of  the  prevalence  of  this  disease  it  would 
be  well  to  offer  every  facility  for  public  vaccination 
and  re-vaccination,  and  I should  recommend  the  in- 
spectors in  each  district  to  look  out  for  a cottage 


standing  alone  which  could  be  utilised  in  case  of 
necessity. 

We  are  able  to  send  infected  cases  to  the  Port 
Sanitary  Hospital  Ship,  provided  it  is  not  in  use  for 
their  own  requirements.  The  question  of  an  isola- 
tion hospital  is  important,  and  a serious  considera- 
tion for  such  a straggling  and  extensive  district. 

Ten  certificates  of  water  supply  have  been  granted, 
and  22  plans  of  new  houses  and  buildings  passed. 

DARIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILK  SHOPS  ACT. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  Act,  and  no 
fresh  registrations. 

SCHOOLS  CLOSED. 

West  Down,  East  Down,  Kentisbury,  Parracombe, 
Bratton  Fleming,  Goodleigh,  Loxhore,  Marwood, 
and  Braunton  on  account  of  measles ; Tawstock  and 
Loveacott,  Tawstock,  on  account  of  whxioping  cough ; 
Sherwill,  on  account  of  measles  and  whxx>ping 
cough. 

The  disinfecting  apparatus  is  in  good  working 
order. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  continued  to  dis- 
charge their  duties  promptly  and  efficiently,  and 
will  make  their  returns  on  the  forms  provided  by 
the  County  Council. 

I append  a Meteorological  Report  for  1901. 

I am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HARPER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

METEOROLOGY. 

For  the  following  summary  I am  indebted  to  Mr. 
T.  Wainwright,  of  the  North  Devon  Athenaeum. 

Observations  taken  daily  during  the  year  1901, 
at  9 a.m.  and  3 p.m. 

Barometer.  Highest  reading,  30.62  inches  on 
Nov.  25th.  Lowest  reading,  28.77  inches  on  Dec. 
24th. 

Temperature.  Maximum,  84.3  degrees  on  July 
18th.  Minimum,  22  degrees  on  Feb.  15th  and  Nov. 
25th.  Mean  of  the  year,  50.04.  Mean  temperature 
of  the  year  during  the  preceding  20  years,  50.95 
degrees.  » 

Rainfall  during  the  year,  33.40  inches.  Average 
in  the  year  for  the  preeeding  30  years,  38.55  inches. 
Number  of  days  on  which  0.1  or  more  rain  fell,  173. 
In  December,  6.84  inches;  average  4.17  inches; 
greatest  fall  1.35  on  the  12th. 

Woolacombe  had  the  lowest  rainfall  for  the  year 
1901,  the  register  for  the  year  being  26.64  inches. 
Instow  came  next  with  27.87  inches.  Challacombe 
was  at  the  other  extreme,  registering  52.33  inches. 
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19,037 
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39-30 

60 

107-52 

290 

15-18 

3 

293 

15-34 

1892 

18;993 

496 

26-1 

48 

96-77 

293 

15-37 

6 

298 

15-4 

1893 

18,949 

538 

28-24 

56 

104 
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13-45 

13 
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14-14 

1894 

18;  905 

485 

25-6 

59 

131-85 

313 

16-45 

10 

333 

17-0 

1895 

18,861 

487 

25-82 

53 

108-8 

306 

16-22 

7 

313 

16-65 

1896 

18,817 

515 

27-36 

60 

116-5 

276 

14-6 

16 

293 

15-51 

1897 

18,773 

461 

24-55 

45 

97-6 

273 

14-7 

14 

286 

15-23 

1898 

is;  729 

488 

26-0 

37 

75-8 

247 

13-2 

4 

251 

13-4 

1899 

18;685 

481 

26-8 

57 

118-5 

375 

14-66 

8 

283 

15-13 

1900 

18,641 

441 

23-65 

46 

104-3 

256 

13-73 

7 

263 

14-1 

Averages 
for  vears 
1891-1900 

18,812-5 

495 

26-3 

52  1 

105 

278-3 

14-76 

8-8 

286-5 

15-3 

1901 

17,692 

389 

22-04 

31 

79-56 

220 

13-43 

12 

233 

13-11 

♦Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


By  the  term  “ Non-residents  ” is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  illness,  and  dying  there  ; and 
by  the  term  “Residents”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  illness,  and  have  died 
i elsewhere. 

I Area  of  District  in  acres  j 

(exclusive  of  area  > 133,059. 
covered  by  water).  ) 

TABLE  II. 


Total  population  at  all  ages  17,693  1 At  Census 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ..  4,077  J of 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  4-44  ) 1991. 


Names  of 
Localities 

1.  Whole 

District. 

2.  Barnstaple  Rural 
Registration  District. 

3.  Ilfracombe 
Registration  District. 

4.  COMBMARTIN 
Registration  District. 

Year. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births  regis- 
tered. 

Deaths  at  all 
ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births  regis- 
tered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births  regis- 
tered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  Year. 

Births  regis- 
tered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

1891 

19,037 

558 

293 

60 

6,849 

183 

93 

14 

6,755 

318 

103 

24 

5,433 

1.57 

94 

23 

1892 

18,993 

496 

293 

48 

6,828 

173 

101 

14 

6,739 

189 

103 

23 

5,426 

135 

89 

11 

1893 

18,949 

538 

260 

56 

6,808 

196 

100 

33 

6,733 

201 

99 

33 

5,418 

141 

59 

11 

1894 

18,905 

485 

322 

59 

6,788 

161 

126 

14 

6,707 

173 

105 

25 

5,410 

151 

81 

20 

1895 

18,861 

487 

313 

53 

6,767 

165 

99 

17 

6,692 

185 

no 

21 

5,403 

139 

97 

15 

1896 

18,817 

515 

293 

60 

6,747 

166 

106 

18 

6,676 

197 

99 

33 

5,394 

153 

71 

20 

1897 

18,773 

461 

286 

45 

6,737 

152 

109 

17 

6,660 

151 

85 

11 

5,381 

158 

78 

17 

1898 

18,739 

488 

251 

37 

6,707 

173 

83 

13 

6,644 

171 

96 

9 

5,378 

144 

69 

15 

1899 

18,685 

481 

283 

57 

6,687 

139 

90 

19 

6,638 

183 

87 

17 

5,370 

100 

98 

21 

1900 

18,640 

441 

263 

46 

6,661 

163 

97 

21 

6,612 

144 

81 

16 

5,363 

1.34 

78 

8 

Averages 

of  years 

18,838-9 

495 

285 

52-1 

6,757 

167 

100-2 

16-9 

6,683-6 

181-1 

96-5 

19-1 

5,397-9 

147-1 

81-4 

16 

1891-1901 

1901 

17,693 

389 

333 

31 

6,198 

139 

.58 

6 

6,142 

139 

83 

15  . 

_5,353 

111 

91 

10 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1901 


Notifiable  Disease 

Casks  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

Total  Casks  Notified  in 
EACH  Locality. 

At  all 
Ages 

At  Ages 

—Years. 

Barnstaple 

Mr.  Edger. 

Ilfracombe 

to 

Mr.  Vickery 

3 

Under 

1. 

1 to  5. 

5 to  15. 

15  to 
25. 

25  to 
65. 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

Combmar 

tin 

Mr.  Robini 

Small-pox 

0 

U 

0 

0 

0 

0 

... 

0 

0 

0 

Cholera  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  

8 

1 

2 

3 

2 

0 

2 

4 

2 

Membranous  croup  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

8 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

6 

0 

2 

Scarlet  fever  

38 

1 

10 

21 

4 

2 

16 

5 

17 

Typhus  fever  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  fever  

7 

0 

0 

2 

3 

2 

4 

0 

3 

Relapsing  fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Continued  fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Plague  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals  

62 

2 

12 

26 

17 

5 

29 

9 

24 

TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1901. 


1 

Deaths  in 

WHOLE  district 

AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

Deaths  in  Localities 
(AT  ALL  Ages). 

Causes  of  Death. 

• 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1. 

1 and 
under 

5. 

5 and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

No.  1. 

No.  2. 

No.  3. 

Small-pox  ...  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  ..  

9 

2 

5 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

4 

Scarlet  fever  

3 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Whooping-cough 

8 

4 

- 1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

5 

0 

Diphtheria  and  membranous 
croup  ^ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Croup  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 Typhus 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Fever  < Entexic 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

( Other  continued 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Epidemic  influenza  

4 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Cholera  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Plague  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteritis  

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  septic  diseases  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Phthisis  ..  

15 

0 

0 

0 

2 

11 

2 

4 

5 

6 

Other  tubercular  di.seases 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

7 

6 

2 

4 

Bronchitis 

20 

3 

3 

0 

0 

14 

5 

7 

8 

Pneumonia  

9 

1 

2 

0 

1 

4 

1 

0 

4 

5 

Pluerisy  

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 
Organs  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  liver 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Venereal  diseases  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Premature  birth 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 
parturition  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Heart  diseases  

22 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

17 

6 

2 

10 

Accidents 

6 

0 

1 

2 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Suicides  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

♦Unknown  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

All  other  causes  ...  ... 

106 

11 

6 

6 

1 

28 

59 

27 

38 

41 

All  causes 

232 

31 

21 

16 

5 

56 

103 

58 

83 

91 

♦Sex  and  age  unknown,  found  drowned. 

In  this  Table  all  deaths  of  “ Besideiits  ” occurring  in  public  inslituUous,  whether  within  or  without  the  district  are  iucludci 


